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with a bare supposition, taking it for granted ; or I dare say 'tis so, without inquiring into it.
Eld. Sist. It is too true; she has not made it much her concern, and I am so much the more afraid for her now.
Mar. Sist. Afraid for her, say you! What are you afraid of her turning papist ?
Eld. Sist. Why yes, I am: you know I told you what an answer she gave me to that very point several times, viz., that if he would not be of her opinion, she would be of his; that if he was a Christian catholic, she was a catholic Christian, and they would have no strife about that, and the like; and yet that is not all my concern neither.
Mar. Sist.   What is it then ?
Eld. Sist. Why I fear more the insinuations and subtlety of his tongue, his unwearied solicitation, the powerful motives of a man perfectly master ef the art of persuasion; and that the more sweetness he has in his temper, (for he is really of a most engaging disposition,) the more influence his words will have on her, to win her over to error, not merely in complaisance to him as her husband, but by her not being able to answer his reasonings.
Mar. Sist. I confess, 'tis hard to resist the force of those persuasions, the reasons for which we cannot rid our hands of by argument: and one is apt to think one ought to comply with what we cannot confute; otherwise the papists will tell us we are protestants we know not why; a Jew may tell us we are Christians, we know not why; and an atheist may tell us we are religious, we know not why, and so on.
Eld. Sist. And that which is worse, there is no breaking the thing to her; to talk to her of it, is to anticipate her misfortunes: perhaps he designs to